
Key Texts
Acts 27:1, 9b-11, 14.
“When it was decided that we would sail for Rome, Paul and some other prisoners were handed 
over to a centurion named Julius, who belonged to the Imperial Regiment... So Paul warned them, 
“Men, I can see that our voyage is going to be disastrous and bring great loss to ship and cargo and 
to our own lives also.” But the centurion, instead of listening to what Paul said, followed the advice 
of the pilot and of the owner of the ship.... Before very long, a wind of hurricane force, called the 
Northeaster, swept down from the island.

Acts 27:21-25
“After they had gone a long time without food, Paul stood up before them and said: “Men, you 
should have taken my advice (not to sail from Crete; then you would have spared yourselves this 
damage and loss. But now I urge you to keep up your courage, because not one of you will be lost; 
only the ship will be destroyed. Last night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve 
stood beside me and said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand before Caesar; and God has 
graciously given you the lives of all who sail with you.’ So keep up your courage, men, for I have faith 
in God that it will happen just as He told me.” 

Acts 28:1-3,5-10 
“Once we were safe on shore, we learned that we were on the island of Malta. The people of the 
island were very kind to us. It was cold and rainy, so they built a fire on the shore to welcome us. 
As Paul gathered an armful of sticks and was laying them on the fire, a viper driven out by the heat, 
bit him on the hand... But Paul shook off the snake into the fire and was unharmed. The people 
waited for him to swell up or suddenly drop dead. But when they had waited a long time and saw 
that he wasn’t harmed, they decided he was a god. Near the shore where we landed was an estate 
belonging to Publius (pop’-lee-os), the chief official of the island. He welcomed us and treated 
us kindly for three days. As it happened, the father of Publius (pop’-lee-os) was ill with fever and 
dysentery. Paul went in and prayed for him, and laying his hands on him, he healed him. Then all the 
other sick people on the island came and were healed. As a result we were showered with honors, 
and when the time came to sail, people supplied us with everything we would need for the trip.”
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Key Ideas

           

Key Questions
• Am I giving up on a challenge God has placed in my life to develop my destiny? 

• How can I learn to better “shake off the snakes” in my own life?

• Are there any areas of my life that I need to trust God to bring me through?

The next time you’re tempted to give 
up in the middle of your struggle,  

consider that maybe, just maybe, God 
has orchestrated the events of your life 
in such a way that your current crisis is 
actually an avenue of mission that God 

has ordained for the development of 
your destiny. 

It might not be easy to get where 
you’re going, it might come with some 
unexpected delays and complications 

but we are pressing on and taking hold of 
that for which Christ Jesus also hold of 

for us.

Do not be afraid, keep up your courage.
You must stand, for God has entrusted you 
with the lives of those who are in your boat.
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