
Scripture Texts
2 KINGS 4:1-7
A certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried out to Elisha, saying, “Your 
servant my husband is dead, and you know that your servant feared the Lord. And the 
creditor is coming to take my two sons to be his slaves.”

So Elisha said to her, “What shall I do for you? Tell me, what do you have in the house?” 
And she said, “Your maidservant has nothing in the house but a jar of oil.”

Then he said, “Go, borrow vessels from everywhere, from all your neighbors—empty 
vessels; do not gather just a few. And when you have come in, you shall shut the door 
behind you and your sons; then pour it into all those vessels, and set aside the full ones.”

So she went from him and shut the door behind her and her sons, who brought the vessels 
to her; and she poured it out. Now it came to pass, when the vessels were full, that she said 
to her son, “Bring me another vessel.”

And he said to her, “There is not another vessel.” So the oil ceased. Then she came and told 
the man of God. And he said, “Go, sell the oil and pay your debt; and you and your sons live 
on the rest.” 

PHILIPPIANS 4:12 
I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret 
of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in 
plenty or in want.

 
LUKE 17:20,21    
Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus 
replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be observed, nor will 
people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is within you.”

 
LUKE 11:5-8    
Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and 
say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread;  a friend of mine on a journey has come to 
me, and I have no food to offer him.’ And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother 
me. The door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give 
you anything.’ I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because of 
friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you as 
much as you need.”
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Big Ideas

Healthy things grow, 
and growing things change. 

Those who hate change, 
kill their ability for growth.

We can be content
because God is our supply. 

The ingredients for the miracle
are already in the house;  

it is our job to bring the vessels.
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God sent a prophet with two questions: 
What do you want and 

what do you have? 
God desires participation, 
not merely observation. 
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You can’t ask for a blessing 
if you don’t have a vessel to hold it.5

The oil we have 
is so our sons and daughters 

can live again.
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Questions & Takeaways
• What change can we welcome that allows growth? 

• The oil is being poured out. Would you help grab the vessels? 
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